2 Sitting at his desk in his study, Captain Muhon
wrote
* forces with winch to icckon On the one side,
the parties of the Left, who, though they claim socialist
ideas, are uncompromising enemies of the Bolsheviks
They have given the measure of their incapacity in the
person of KerensLy, and they do not se< m to present muc h
interest for France, all the more so because, a< < ending to
my information, the workers arc hostile to them, and a
policy of supporting them would run UK nsk of losing
us the sympathy of right-thinking elern< nts'
He plunged his pen in the ink-pot, fished out a fly
soaked with ink, laid it on the blotting-paper, and w( nt on
'Here, m Harbin, General Horvat, dim lot of the East
China Railway, enjoys considerable piestige, both be< ause
of his long residence in the countiy and the confidence
which His Majesty the Emperor JNu holas JI always plat c <1
in him Some people sec in him the possible* leaclei of a
national liberating movement Fiom the inhumation I
have been able to gather, however, it emeigc s that Geneial
Horvat, while highly esteemed by the c ivjl population, is
less influential in Russian military c ucles          '
Captain Michon glanced up at the photogiaphs on the
walls of his room Joffre looked back at him kindly Foeh
remained distant Over the desk, Clcmcnceau stared at
the President of the Republic contemptuously The c ap-
tam felt less lonely
'In my opinion/ he wrote, 'an undeistanding might
more easily be reached through the person of Admiral
Kolchak, formerly Commandcr-in-Chief of the Russian
naval forces in the Black Sea, who recently airwd irom
the United States and is at present m Harbin Ue is in-
spected for the uprightness of his character and the
sobriety of his views Admiral Kolchak endeared himself
to those of his fellow-countrymen who were not blinded
by extremist doctrines by his heroic conduct at the time of
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